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Welcome to the IFOAM Animal Husbandry Alliance 
(IAHA) Conference 2026 

Dear participants 

It is a great honour to chair this conference on behalf of the IFOAM Animal Husbandry 
Alliance (IAHA), and of the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL in Switzer-
land, who are the co-organisers of the conference. 

Currently, there are many debates on the future of livestock farming, often polarised 
between highly efficient animal production versus very extensive forms of livestock 
systems or even vegan farming with no animal products. Extreme views often 
disconnect animals from balanced and holistic production systems. In contrast, 
organic livestock husbandry aims at uniting sustainability and ethics based on 
integrative systems and ethical values, providing a clear role and respect for the 
animal in the agricultural system. 

Goal of the conference
With this conference we want to discuss if “Organic animal husbandry can be a role 
model for the future of livestock?” as formulated in our title. The goal of this strategic 
vision conference is to give answers to central questions and challenges for organic 
animal husbandry. The organisers accepted more than 50 essay texts and 50 abstract 
texts for posters. They are grouped in 10 thematic areas linked to central questions 
and sessions. In conference workshops, we discuss and advance declarations on our 
positions, and draft roadmaps for the sustainable future of global animal husbandry.

What is IFOAM Animal Husbandry Alliance? 
IAHA is a platform and informal network of individuals and organisations interested  
in strengthening the development of organic animal husbandry around the world. 
IAHA was founded during the 2nd IFOAM Animal Husbandry Conference, September 
2012, in Hamburg. In the past, IAHA organised pre-conferences linked to the IFOAM 
Organic World Congresses, in 2014 in Istanbul, in 2017 in Delhi and 2021 in Rennes. 

Acknowledgments
We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of sponsoring organisations, 
companies and institutions which facilitated the physical participation of speakers 
from the Global South at this conference. A special thanks goes to the organising 
committee, the Board of FiBL in Switzerland for supporting the conference, and to 
everyone who contributed to the organisation of the conference.

Otto Schmid, Chair of IAHA
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Overview of Sessions per day and room 

Tuesday, April 28
3:00 - 4:30 PM	 Thematic Sessions 1
Room Lausanne	 Survival of the fittest? Piglets in organic systems
Room Wien	� Reducing animal numbers: Is the feed-no-food paradigm 

realistic?
Room Frankfurt	 Towards organic animal breeding programs
Room Brüssel	 Animal welfare: New perspectives and role models
Room Budapest	 Ethno-veterinary medicine for healthy animals
Room Eurre	 Agroforestry and crop-livestock integration: Lessons learned
Room Oberwil	 Calf rearing in the organic dairy sector
	
5:00 - 6:30 PM	 Thematic Sessions 2
Room Wien	� Regenerating soils and boosting biodiversity with organic 

livestock systems
Room Frankfurt	 Care vs killing: Ethical reflections on eating animals
Room Brüssel	� Making organic livestock value chains work: Challenges from 

around the world
Room Budapest	 Innovations in organic cattle management
Room Eurre	 New indicators for improved animal welfare 
Room Oberwil	 Organic dairy systems: Can we intensify sustainably? 

Wednesday, April 29
9:00 – 10:30 AM	 Thematic Sessions 3
Room Wien	� How many animals are enough? Towards a “sufficiency principle” 

in organic agriculture
Room Frankfurt	 Lighthouse farms for organic agriculture
Room Brüssel	� Ecology, climate change and animal welfare: Synergies and 

trade-offs in pasture-based systems
Room Budapest	 Novel perspectives on One Health
Room Eurre	 Innovations in organic chicken systems
Room Oberwil	 Indigenous livestock breeds and breeding systems
	
11:00 – 12:30 AM	 Thematic Sessions 4
Room Wien	� From principles to practice: Challenges and case examples of 

transitioning to organic in emerging economies
Room Frankfurt	 Scaling up organic and traditional livestock systems
Room Brüssel	 Farmers’ perspectives on animal welfare and biodiversity
Room Budapest	� Climate change adaptation: Solutions to improve feed production 

and availability in dry land pastoralist systems
Room Eurre	 Circularity & food waste: Taking care of our nutrients
Room Oberwil	 Innovations in organic pig systems
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Plenary Session 1
11:00–12:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Lausanne Chair: Barbara Früh 	 Proceeding Nr.

Welcome from the foundation board B. Lehmann 

Bridging the Knowledge Gap in African Organic Livestock Farming S. Kuria 1

A look back as an organic farmer, and a look at today and the future as president  
of Bio Suisse U. Brändli

2

Plenary Session 2
2:00–3:00 PM Building: Alvarium Room: Lausanne Chair: Rennie Eppenstein	  

Opening from the organisation committee F. Leiber

Thematic Session 1
Survival of the fittest? Piglets in organic systems 
3:00–4:30 PM Building: Alvarium Room: Lausanne Chair: Mirjam Holinger	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� What Can We Learn From the Behavior of Farrowing Sows and Their Suckling 
Piglets in Semi-natural Conditions for Organic Regulations? C. Vanbauce,  
M. Holinger, E. Fàbrega, I. Blanco-Penedo, M. Garcia

86

ESSAY:	� Actions for Increased Piglet Survival in Organic Pig Production S. L. A. Schild,  
R. Thomsen

87

ESSAY:	� Status Quo of Pre-Weaning Mortality in Organic Farms in Germany H. Lickfett,  
W. Vogt-Kaute, E. Hofinger, M. Kötter-Jürß, G. Schnieders, D. Mai, A. Vernunft

88

Reducing animal numbers: Is the feed-no-food paradigm realistic? 
3:00–4:30 PM Building: Alvarium Room: Wien Chair: Florian Leiber	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� No Win-Win: The Trade-offs Organic Livestock Must Choose C. Pfeifer 6

ESSAY:	� Rooted in Resilience: How Organic Farming Innovations Could Shape the Future of 
Livestock Systems N. Davison, T. Marandure, C. Gossel, L. Whistance, J. Smith,  
J. H. N. Palma, A. Tomás, C. Christodoulou, L. Cameron, S. Stergiadis, A. Bieber, S. Hall,  
N. Yoxall, K. B. Eriksson, L. D. Jensen, M. Kasprowicz-Potocka, L. Rydhmer, H. Honerlagen,  
A. Mantino, A. Silvi, M. Mele, K. McGrath, J. Kinsella, E. van Dijken, V. de Man, I. Rivelli,  
D. R. Yáñez-Ruiz, C. Pfeifer, E. Röös, L. Smith, Lewis Cameron

7

POSTER: �Geo-SOL: A Territorial and Spatially Explicit Approach to Assess Livestock Impacts 
on Ecosystem Processes G. Zucca, F. Hediger, R. Winterberg, C. Pfeifer

8

Towards organic animal breeding programs 
3:00–4:30 PM Building: Alvarium Room: Frankfurt Chair: Anna Bieber	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Different Paths, Shared Principles: Finding Common Ground in Organic Animal 
Breeding O. F. Olaniyan

27

ESSAY:	� Needs and Prospects for Organic Animal Breeding: A European Perspective 
C. Scheper, A. Bieber, A. Spengler, D. Werner, H. Pluschke, A. Jenni, S. Obermaier,  
A. Olschewsky

28

ESSAY:	� Towards Organic Animal Breeding Programs B. Ogunsakin 29

POSTER:	� Association of Udder and Teat Morphometrics With Somatic Cell Count  
in Saanen Goats S. Bhandari, D. K. Chhetri, M. K. Singh, R. Kandel

30

POSTER:	� Implementation of Independent Organic Dual-Purpose Poultry Breeding Programs  
– A Case Study Report A. Import-Just, K. Brügemann, I. Günther-Bender, C. Scheper

31

Thematic Session 1
Animal welfare: New perspectives and role models
3:00–4:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Brüssel Chair: Barbara Früh	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Animal Welfare in Family Livestock Farming in the Brazilian Pampa Biome:  
Lessons for Building Organic Livestock Systems With a Focus on Animal Welfare  
G. Barros

74

ESSAY:	� A Good Life for Farm Animals: A Framework to Identify the Opportunities for  
Positive Welfare in Organic Systems K. Still, A. Bond

75

POSTER:	� Transmitting Relationships of Care in Animal Husbandry: Sensitive Approaches 
L. Perrin, S. Allain, P. Cayre, C. Rigolot

76

Ethno-veterinary medicine for healthy animals 
3:00–4:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Budapest Chair: Michael Walkenhorst	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Ethno-Veterinary Practices in Ibero-America: Implementation of Organic Animal  
Husbandry Principles by Indigenous and Local Communities B. Molina-Flores,  
R. Manzano-Rada, G. Gutiérrez-Gutiérrez, E. Polo-Ureña

65

ESSAY:	� Ethno-Veterinary Science and Practice as an Alternative Approach to Antibiotics and 
Other Chemical Veterinary Drugs in Veterinary Care M. N. B Nair, A. V. Harikumar,  
N. Punniamurthy

66

POSTER:	� Harnessing Ethnoveterinary Wisdom for Organic Livestock Care: Insights From 
Nomadic Gaddi Shepherds S. Devi, R. Bishist, K. L. Gautam, K. Kishore

67

POSTER:	� Herbal Therapies for Controlling Animal Diseases: The Case of Mastitis in Dairy 
Farms R. Mukherjee

68

POSTER:	� Ethno-Veterinary Practices to Control Udder Affections in Indian Buffaloes  
H. Singh, K. L. Dahiya

69

Agroforestry and crop-livestock integration: Lessons learned	
3:00–4:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Eurre Chair: Geoffrey Mesbahi	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Crop-Livestock Integration for Sustainable Organic Production Systems  
M. Chander

17

POSTER:	� Environmental and Economic Performance of Organic Pig Fattening  
in Agroforestry Systems P. Oggiano, A. G. Kongsted, S. Moakes, C. Pfeifer, L. de Baan

19

POSTER:	� Fattening of German Holstein Steers in a Silvopastoral System: First Results on 
Performance and Meat Quality T. Krebs, A. Boldt, R. Wulf, S. Maak, K. Barth

20

POSTER:	� Free-Range Pigs in Pistachio Orchards I. Argemí-Armengol, A. Cotcho-Armengol,  
B. Baraibar

21

Calf rearing in the organic dairy sector	
3:00–4:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Oberwil Chair: Mette Vaarst	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Cow-Calf Contact in Organic Dairy Farming – From Pioneers and Missing Standards  
A. Vogt, K. Barth

82

POSTER:	� Costs of Calf Rearing O. Volling, H. Schweneker, S. Binder, H. Michael 83

POSTER:	� Norwegian Citizens’ Attitudes Towards Cow-Calf Rearing Systems in Dairy 
Production J. R. E. Johanssen

84

POSTER:	� Co-Development of Cow-Calf Contact Systems Using a Living Lab Approach  
M. Bertelsen, J. F. Johnsen, S. Mullan, M. Vaarst

85

POSTER:	� Antimicrobial use in Swiss dam-calf contact rearing systems – preliminary results  
J. Rell, A. Bieber, C. Buchli
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Thematic Session 2
Regenerating soils and boosting biodiversity with organic livestock systems
5:00–6:30 PM Building: Alvarium Room: Wien Chair: Barbara Früh	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Enhancing Soil Health and Climate-Resilient Sheep Farming Through Silvoarable  
Agroforestry: A New Approach in the Aegean Region, Türkyie Ü. Erdal, M. Cömert 
Acar, N. Özden, Ö. Sökmen, B. Akyol, V. A. İpek, N. Doyuran, İ. L. Dagdelen

51

ESSAY:	� Bridging Gaps With Farm Beekeeping: Why Beekeeping Needs to Remain an 
Integral Part of Agriculture J. Bundschuh, C. Brock

52

ESSAY:	� The Potential of Sustainable Grazing for Soil Fertility and Climate Mitigation  
A. Idel

53

Care vs killing: Ethical reflections on eating animals
5:00–6:30 PM Building: Alvarium Room: Frankfurt Chair: Rennie Eppenstein	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Caring for but Killing One’s Own Animals? Care Practices and Justification Regimes  
for Animal Slaughter in Alternative Farming Systems V. Puvaneswaran, C. Rigolot

57

ESSAY:	� About the Good Life and Death in Agriculture – A Starting Point for Discussions  
Based on Conversations and Workshops About the Killing of Farm Animals  
A. Jenni

58

POSTER:	� Environmental Impact of Different Strategies to Implement the Phase-Out  
of Male Chick Culling in Switzerland M. Lozano-Jaramillo, C. Bonnefous, V. Maurer

59

POSTER:	� Challenges and Opportunities in Abattoir Operations:  
A Case Study From Gwagwalada, Abuja, Nigeria M. Oke

60

Making organic livestock value chains work: Challenges from around the world	
5:00–6:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Brüssel Chair: Mahesh Chander	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Organic Animal Husbandry in India: Scope, Limitations, and Pathways  
to Sustainable Practice H. G. Keregallikoppalu, O. R. Nataraju 

41

ESSAY:	� Value and Role of Animals in My Context in the Northwestern Indian Himalayas  
A. Sharma

42

POSTER:	� Anivers: Exploring Opportunities for Animal Farming Diversity Through Participatory 
Transdisciplinary Action Research H. Kongsted, M. Vaarst, P. Sharp, Y. L. Dupont,  
M. Kargo, E. McLoughlin, M. H. Thorsøe, S. Steenfeldt, K. Horsted, B. I. F. Henriksen,  
R. Zaalberg

43

POSTER:	� Goat Value Chain Analysis: A Case of Beitbridge District, Zimbabwe S. Dube,  
I. Chakoma, B. Sirak

44

Tu
es

da
y,

 A
pr

il 
28

Tu
es

da
y,

 A
pr

il 
28Thematic Session 2

Innovations in organic cattle management	
5:00–6:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Budapest Chair: Anet Spengler	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Digital Solutions for One Welfare in Grazing Beef Cattle Farming P. Balogh,  
M. Biszkup, É. Stibinger, A. Márton

93

ESSAY:	� Potential of Virtual Fence Technique in Organic Dairy / Cattle Production  
M. Bestman, P. Janssen, G. Bonekamp

94

POSTER:	� Breed Differences in Grazing Behavior of Veal Calves J. Werner, A. Neujahr,  
F. Leiber, G. Mesbahi

95

New indicators for improved animal welfare 
5:00–6:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Eurre Chair: Mirjam Holinger	 Proceeding Nr.

POSTER:	� Animal-Based Indicators for Welfare Inspections on Organic Cattle Farms 
J. Palaoro, M. Grosse, V. Magierski, S. Ivemeyer, J. Brinkmann, S. March

77

POSTER:	� Animal-Based Indicators for Welfare Inspections on Organic Sheep and Goat Farms 
V. Magierski, J. Palaoro, M. Grosse,S. March, J. Brinkmann, S. Ivemeyer

78

POSTER:	� Animal-Based Indicators for Welfare Inspections on Organic Poultry Farms  
J. Johns, F. Umbach, U. Knierim

79

POSTER:	� Animal-Based Indicators for Welfare Inspections on Organic Pig Farms S. Lühken, 
A. Höhne, C. Nyanzi, E. Hofinger, A. Schubbert

80

POSTER:	� Promoting Cattle Health and Welfare Planning U. Peschel, J. Brinkmann, S. March 81

Organic dairy systems: Can we intensify sustainably? 	
5:00–6:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Oberwil Chair: Michael Walkenhorst 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� How Do Feeding Strategies Affect Pasture Use? Evidence From High- and Low-Input 
Organic Feeding Systems D.A. Knob, C. Lambertz, J. Eisert, L.G. Rosa, A. Beilstein,  
A. Thaler Neto, A. Gattinger

89

POSTER:	� Protein Output in Organic Milk Production S. Glowacki, S. Hoffmanns, T. Alkemper,  
E. Leisen

90

POSTER:	� Diversified Annual Forages Lower Enteric Methane in Dairy Cows M. Bronchi,  
E. Trevisi, M. Bionaz, A. Irawan, D. Prado-Tarango, J. Cruickshank, A. W. Alemu,  
S. K Aydemir, S. Ates

91

POSTER:	� Differences in Milk Yield and Somatic Cell Count Between Low- and High-Input 
Dairy Herds A. Hägglund, N. Fall, R. Danielsson, P. Tidåker, K. Alvåsen

92



Thematic Session 3
How many animals are enough? Towards a „sufficiency principle“ in organic  
agriculture
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Wien Chair: Rennie Eppenstein 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Mitigating Trade-offs Between Animal Welfare and Ecology by a Sufficiency 
Principle F. Leiber

3

ESSAY:	� Beyond Methane: Why an Efficient Food System Requires Inefficient Animals  
C. Pfeifer

4

Lighthouse farms for organic agriculture
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Frankfurt Chair: Otto Schmid 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Collaboration With Lighthouse Farms for Research in Organic Animal Husbandry  
in Flanders: Opportunities and Preconditions C. Landuyt, L. De Cock, A. Jamart,  
H. Wustenberghs

54

ESSAY:	� Chaitanya Krishi - Home Natural Farming for Sustainable Agriculture  
and Climate Change Adaptation A. Gaikwad

55

POSTER:	� How does organic mixed farming with significant numbers of beef and dairy cattle 
support conservation - Las Dos Hermanas, Córdoba, Argentina? F. Bianchi 

56

Ecology, climate change and animal welfare: Synergies and trade-offs  
in pasture-based systems	
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Brüssel Chair: Muazzez Cömert 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� The Farm as a Living Organism: A Holistic Approach for Sustainable Animal 
Husbandry A. Savarimuthu, T. Dhanikodi

9

POSTER:	� Ecological Trade-offs and Welfare Implications of Yak Pastoral Systems in  
the Nepalese Himalayan Alps S. R. Barsila, S. H. Ghimire

11

	� Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Strategies in Temperate Oceanic Pasture-Based 
Ruminant Systems: Implications for Animal Welfare M. Markiewicz-Keszycka,  
L. Boyle

12
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29Thematic Session 3
Novel perspectives on One Health 
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Budapest Chair: Michael Walkenhorst	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� One Health: Bridging Human, Animal, and Environmental Health R. Y. Raut 70

ESSAY:	� Microbe Farmers, All of Us – One Health on Farms, Let’s Follow the Microbes’ Path  
P. Woehrle

71

POSTER:	� Effects of Targeted Protein Supplementation on Animal Resilience and Immune 
Responses Against Gastrointestinal Nematode Parasites in Periparturient Goats  
M. Peña-Espinoza, L. Podstatzky

72

POSTER:	� Updating www.weide-parasiten.de to Drive Knowledge Transfer for Sustainable  
Parasite Control U. Peschel, S. March

73

Innovations in organic chicken systems	
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Eurre Chair: Veronika Maurer 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Laying Hens in Mobile Barns – Influence of the  
Birds on N₂O Emissions in the Outdoor Run B. A. Dix, M. E. Hauschild, A. Gattinger

96

POSTER:	� Performance and Health Responses of Male Dual-Purpose Chickens to Reduced  
Dietary Protein Levels A. Kaiser, F. Lange, F. Böttcher, G. Trei, L. Noh, E. Saliu

97

POSTER:	� Feeding Management of Different Types of Organic Meat Chickens M. Krieger,  
S. Horbach, A. Ebinghaus, U. Knierim

98

POSTER:	� Moulting of Dual-Purpose Chickens – Comparison of Two Methods A. Kaiser,  
F. Böttcher, F. Lange, A. M. Rettig, G. Trei, E. M. Saliu

99

POSTER:	� Broody Hens – Impact on Health and Intervention Options for Livestock Farmers  
A. Kaiser, F. Böttcher, F. Lange, A. M. Rettig, G. Trei, E. M. Saliu

100

POSTER:	� Natural Astaxanthin Sources as Functional Feed Additives in Organic Laying Hens: 
Nutritional Benefits and Matrix-Driven Effects on Egg Quality F. Accetta, G. Pace,  
D. Puntorieri, N. Pelle, F. Litrenta, V. Chiofalo, A. R. Di Rosa

101

Indigenous livestock breeds and breeding systems 
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Oberwil Chair: Anet Spengler 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Essentiality of Local Indigenous Livestock Breed Systems for Organic Animal 
Husbandry D. Sadana, S. Das, R. Bhatti

32

ESSAY:	� Breeding Programmes in Organic Livestock: Principles, Challenges, and 
Opportunities – Case Study of Organic Dairy Cattle in Denmark M. Hansen,  
H. M. Nielsen, R. M. Zaalberg, J. R. Thomasen, M. Kargo

33

POSTER:	� Towards Geographical Indications: Creole Goat Morphology Across the Peruvian 
Andes J. A. Haro-Reyes, E. A. Sessarego, J. A. Cruz-Luis

34

POSTER:	� Breeding with the People: Farmer-Led Strategies for Sustainable Sheep in Arid  
Organic Systems A. Atia, H. Brahim, H. Leyla, T. Boussaada

35

POSTER:	� Indigenous Cattle Farms Towards Organic Production Potential – A SWOC Analysis 
in Andhra Pradesh, India D. V. N. L. Sai Sri, B. Subrahmanyeswari, P. Guru Vishnu,  
P. Sunitha

36



Thematic Session 4
From principles to practice: Challenges and case examples of transitioning  
to organic in emerging economies
11:00–12:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Wien Chair: Rennie Eppenstein 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� How Mongolian Dairy Enterprises Are Approaching the Organic Transition 
S. T. Hossain, B. Tsagaan, U. Myagmarsuren

45

ESSAY:	� Bridging Principles and Practice: Implementing Organic-Oriented Ruminant  
Production Systems in Southwestern Nigeria O. T. Olagbaju

46

ESSAY:	� Pastoral, Low-Input, and Resilient: Recognizing Gaddi Goat Transhumance as  
Organic by Default A. Thakur, M. L. Kamboj, B. Vanita, N. Verma, R. Thakur, S. Katoch

47

Scaling up organic and traditional livestock systems
11:00–12:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Frankfurt Chair: Selina Ulman	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Scope and the Way Forward for Organic Livestock and Poultry Farming in India 
P. B. Reddy

37

ESSAY:	� Can Systems Thinking Help Identify Leverage Points for Scaling Up Organic  
Food Systems? T. Staton, N. Davison, S. Westaway, L. Arguile, N. Adams, V. Aguilera,  
L. Bellamy, A. Bolger, R. Gantlett, S. Jacobs, N. Noone, J. T. Staley, L. G. Smith

38

POSTER:	� Profitability of Organic Animal Products in India: A Literature-Based Study With 
Emphasis on Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) Certification  
H. G. Keregallikoppalu, O. R. Nataraju 

39

POSTER:	� Sustainable Livestock Practices in Dryland Kenya: A Farmer’s Perspective  
D. Kariuki

40

Farmers‘ perspectives on animal welfare and biodiversity		
11:00–12:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Brüssel Chair: Otto Schmid 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� How Do Farmers and Agricultural Trainees Understand Animal Welfare,  
and How Motivated Are They to Improve it? J. Helmerichs, S. Ivemeyer, C. Over,  
K. Cimer, J. Brinkmann, S. March

61

ESSAY:	� Opportunities and Challenges for Organic Animal Husbandry in West Africa:  
A Farmer’s Perspective M. Silla

62

POSTER:	� Pollinator Observation Activities on Organic Dairy Farms S. A. Adler, S. M. M. Høydal, 
S. Gjelland

63

POSTER:	� An Overview of Leg Health, Welfare, and Sustainability in Organic Pig Farms 
L. Pinaqui, L. Rydhmer, S. Gunnarsson, K. Nilsson, T. Wallgren

64

Climate change adaptation: Solutions to improve feed production and availability  
in dry land pastoralist systems	
11:00–12:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Budapest Chair: Florian Leiber 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Climate-Smart Pasture-Based Dairy Systems in Kyrgyzstan: Strategies for 
Adaptation and Resilience Under Climate Change A. Mukaliev

13

POSTER:	� Socioeconomic Factors of Improved Dual-Purpose Crop Varieties Adoption by 
Pastoralists in the Sudano-Sahelian Zone of Burkina Faso B. Ilboudo, L. Bondé,  
A. Zaré, I. C. E. Traoré, A. Zoungrana, O. Ouédraogo

14

POSTER:	� Enhancing Sheep Nutrition and Sustainability Through Silvoarable Agroforestry  
in the Aegean Region of Türkiye M. C. Acar, Ü. Erdal, Ç. Kandemir, T. Taşkin

15

POSTER:	� Livestock Farming Under Climate Risks: How Smallholder Livestock Keepers in 
Developing Economies Overcome Pasture and Water Crises R. D. Mubezi,  
M. N. Shelembi

16
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29Thematic Session 4
Circularity & food waste: Taking care of our nutrients	
11:00–12:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Eurre Chair: Jessica Werner	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Organic Insect Farming – A Part of Circular Ecological Systems, or Calling for  
the Precautionary Principle? M. Vaarst

22

POSTER:	� The Role of Pig Herds on Vosges Farms: A Circular Perspective on Organic and  
Conventional Practices P. Guillemin, E. Mercier C. Schott, A. Durpoix

23

POSTER:	� Sustainability Analysis in Cattle Farming Systems From the Perspective of 
Circularity M. Henseler for S. Reith, J. Zeidler, L. Petzoldt, L. Breuer, A. Gattinger

24

POSTER:	� Circular Feeding With Food Waste: Impacts on Milk Quality, Safety, and Methane  
Emissions in the Indian Dairy System S. Alam, E. Schlecht

25

POSTER:	� The Completing Arc: Compost as a Contributor to the Circularity of Organic  
Animal Husbandry F. Matheri, C. Musafiri, D. Bautze, C. Durot, M. Kiboi

26

Innovations in organic pig systems
11:00–12:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Oberwil Chair: Mirjam Holinger 	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� QUALIPORK – Rethinking Organic Pork Production for Welfare, Sustainability,  
and Market Value A.G. Kongsted, L.J. Pedersen, M. Therkildsen, L. Mogensen, M.H. 
Thorsøe, R. Thomsen

102

POSTER:	� Multi-Species Pasture for Gestating Sows J. Johannsen, A. G. Kongsted 103

POSTER:	� Performance of Free-Foraging Pigs J. D. Bus, E. H. Jensen, A. G. Kongsted,  
L. J. Pedersen

104

POSTER:	� Evaluating a Polyherbal Combination as a Synthetic Amino Acid Alternative  
in Organic Swine Production R. Avi, C. Sol, F. Neher

105

FILM:	� Stolba Revisited: (New) Insights into Natural Pig Behaviour Daniela Haager,  
FOUR PAWS International

Plenary Session 3, Panel Discussion
2:00–3:00 PM Building: Alvarium Room: Lausanne Chair: Florian Leiber	 Proceeding Nr.

ESSAY:	� Organic Animal Husbandry in Mountainous Terrain: Opportunities for Livelihood,  
Women, and Sustainability in Uttarakhand T. Tanusha

48

ESSAY:	� The Value and Role of Free-Range Poultry to Smallholder Farmers in Zimbabwe  
B. Jiji

49

ESSAY:	� Nature Marks the Rhythm – The Animals as Partners in Managing the Farm  
F. Bianchi

50

Workshop 1
4:00–5:30 PM

Advancing organic animal husbandry in Africa and the Americas
Building: Alvarium Room: Lausanne Chair: Julia Lernoud

Advancing organic animal husbandry in Asia
Building: Alvarium Room: Wien Chair: Mahesh Chander

Advancing organic animal husbandry in European ruminant systems
Building: Alvarium Room: Frankfurt Chair: Mette Vaarst

Advancing organic animal husbandry in European pig and poultry systems
Building: Tilia Room: Brüssel Chair: Barbara Früh

IAHA Steering Group meeting 
5:45–6:30 PM Building: Tilia Room: Brüssel 



Free shuttle service
During the conference, a continuous free 
shuttle service will operate between  
Frick train station and the FiBL campus.

First departure at 07:43 AM from  
Frick train station.

Last departures from the FiBL campus  
are as follows:
Tuesday: 		  8:30 PM
Wednesday: 		  10:30 PM
Thursday: 		  6:00 PM

Wi-Fi information for guests
Wi-Fi name:		  FiBL-Extern 
Password:		  100%Biologisch!

Restaurant info
The conference fee includes the following:

Lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Choice of:	 - Menu 1 or Menu 2
Served with:	 - Salad or Soup
		  - Dessert
		  - Water (still or sparkling)
		  - One hot drink (coffee or tea)
Please note: 
Meals are served until 1:30 PM. Additional items from the restaurant (e.g. snacks, 
drinks) are not included in the conference fee and must be purchased separately.
For information about allergens, please ask the conference staff. 

Coffee Break
Free hot drink (coffee or tea).

Evening Events
We look forward to welcoming you to our evening events following the  
conference programme:
Tuesday, 28 April: Apéro riche at FiBL
Wednesday, 29 April: Dinner with live music at FiBLWe reserve the right to make changes.

Workshop 2
Sufficiency, planetary boundaries and Climate change	
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Lausanne Chair: Florian Leiber	

How many animals are enough? Towards a "sufficiency principle" in organic agriculture

Reducing animal numbers: Is  the feed-no-food paradigm realistic?

Ecology, climate change and animal welfare: Synergies and trade-offs in pasture-based systems

Climate change adaptation: Solutions to improve feed production and availability in dry land  
pastoralist systems

Agroforestry and crop-livestock integration: Lessons learned

Circularity & food waste: Taking care of our nutrients

Breeding and advancements in animal husbandry
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Wien Chair: Anet Spengler 	

Towards organic animal breeding programs

Indigenous livestock breeds and breeding systems

Calf rearing in the organic dairy sector

Survival of the fittest? Piglets in organic systems

Organic dairy systems: Can we intensify sustainably?

Innovations in organic cattle management

Innovations in organic chicken systems

Innovations in organic pig systems

Integrating traditional livestock systems into organic
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Frankfurt Chair: Rennie Eppenstein

Scaling up organic and traditional livestock systems

Making organic livestock value chains work: Challenges from around the world

From principles to practice: Challenges and case examples of transitioning to organic  
in emerging economies

Recognizing the value of traditional livestock systems for people, livelihoods and biodiversity

Regenerating soils and boosting biodiversity with organic livestock systems

Lighthouse farms for organic agriculture

Health and animal welfare
9:00–10:30 AM Building: Tilia Room: Brüssel Chair: Barbara Früh

Care vs killing: Ethical reflections on eating animals

Farmers' perspectives on animal welfare and biodiversity

Ethno-veterinary medicine for healthy animals

Novel perspectives on One Health

Animal welfare: New perspectives and role models

New indicators for improved animal welfare

Plenary Session 4, Conclusions
11:00–12:00 AM Building: Alvarium Room: Lausanne Chair: Rennie Eppenstein	

Excursions IAHA 2026 Conference
All excursions depart at 1:00 PM from FiBL
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This conference was made possible  
thanks to the generous support of:

Adress 
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL
FiBL in Switzerland
Ackerstrasse 113 / P.O. Box 219 
CH - 5070 Frick

Contact 
Email: iaha2026@fibl.org
Project website: www.iaha2026.org
Tel.: +41 (0)62 865 63 66

http://www.iaha2026.org

